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by Blair Sandler 

A global movement is grow
ing to stop war—that is, all
war on Earth. And now a
crowdfunding project at In
diegogo.com offers individu
als and organizations the
opportunity to con
tribute to an ad
v e r t i s i n g
c a m p a i g n
aimed at mak
ing “millions of
people …
aware of ex-
actly how popu-
lar and
mainstream
the idea of
war abolition has become.”

World Beyond War, the
organization behind the
global billboard and ad cam
paign, is dedicated to ending
the institution of war every
where. Its organizers provide
resources and coordinate
peacepromoting activities
and events. For example, you
can sign a pledge on its web
site  to “engage in and sup-
port nonviolent efforts to end

all war and prepara-
tions for war and to cre-
ate a sustainable and
just peace.” Already,
people from 58 countries
have signed the pledge. 

Militarism has been
profitable for arma

ments manufac
turers and

the politi
c i a n s
w h o
support
t h e m ,

but it has
ever been

u n p o p u l a r
among those
who are

drafted to fight. It was the
Vietnamese people who de
feated first the French and
later the U.S. occupations of
their country, but the peace
movement of that era in the
States helped bring the war
to a close. More recently,
popular resistance within the
U.S. may have prevented
American missile attacks
against Syria.

The costs of war are well

known. The World Beyond
War petition states that,
“wars and militarism make us
less safe rather than protect
us, that they kill, injure and
traumatize adults, children
and infants, severely damage
the natural environment, erode
civil liberties and drain our
economies, siphoning re-
sources from life-affirming ac-
tivities.”

Now awareness is grow
ing that war is not only
harmful but also unneces
sary. Evidence shows that

nonviolent resist
ance is often more
successful than vio
lence in overthrow
ing tyranny and
creating space for
democracy and
peace.

Sociologist Jane
Addams, awarded
the Nobel Peace
Prize in 1931, ob
served that “peace is
not merely an ab
sence of war, but the
nurture of human
life.” Every year, the

world spends about two tril
lion dollars on war and war
preparation—half from the
U.S. alone. 
The good news is that we can
redirect those resources to
sustainable energy, agricul
tural, economic, health and
educational systems. This
would not only end war, but
nurture life and make possi
ble the social justice neces
sary to sustain lasting peace
on earth.

More information:

worldbeyondwar.org

6,000 people form a human
peace sign in Ithaca, N.Y.
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Campaign Launches to End War Everywhere

Code Pink demonstrators at the White House

Every gun that is made, every warship
launched, every rocket fired signifies,
in the final sense, a theft from those
who hunger and are not fed, those
who are cold and not clothed. This

world in arms is not spending money
alone. It is spending the sweat of its
laborers, the genius of its scientists,

the hopes of its children. This is not a
way of life at all in any true sense.

– U.S. President Dwight D. Eisenhower,
from a speech before the American Society

of Newspaper Editors, April 16, 1953.
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This April, in
 a landmark legal victory that cen

tered on fracking, a middleclass north Texas

ranching family won nearly $3 millio
n from a big

natural gas company whose drillin
g, they contend,

caused years of sickness, killed pets and livestock

and forced them out of their home for months.

Robert and Lisa Parr filed suit against Aruba Pe

troleum Inc. in 2011, contending that its opera

tions near their land had contaminated the air and

harmed their health. “I feel like I am just this littl
e

bitty girl,” Lisa Parr said.  “This littl
e family who

just beat the biggest, most powerful industry in the

world!”

Source: LA Times

The Kenai Peninsula wildfire in Alaska

grew rapidly from 7,131 acres burning

on May 19 to more than 156,000 acres

by May 25.  

The American Red Cross was ready

ing a temporary shelter at an elemen

tary school to help some of the

hundreds of evacuees expected from

the areas around Soldotna.  Meanwhile,

Soldotna locals readied comfortable

beds, churches served dinner, and

Hooligan’s Lodge put out the word on

Facebook:free room and board for

anyone 
dis

placed by the

fire.  

When the

Red Cross shel

ter opened that

night, the cots

r e m a i n e d

empty because, according to the An

chorage Press, every single evacuee

had found more comfortable accom

modations in private homes and inns!

Alaska residents 

open their homes

Starting this fall, all students in In

dianapolis public schools will get a

free breakfast, lunch and snack

every school day under a federal

program set up four years ago.

“Hunger and having a healthy

lunch and breakfast should not be

a barrier to teaching and learning,”

Indianapolis Public Schools Super

intendent Lewis Ferebee told the

Indianapolis Star earlier this week.

“We want to make sure our stu

dents are healthy and

well fed so they can

learn.”  

The federal program,

which was set up by

the Healthy, Hunger

Free Kids Act of 2010,

funds free or reduced

cost meals for students

in communityeligible

districts. 

Indianapolis wasn’t

the first to decide to join

the program. Schools

in Dallas, Boston and

Chicago already partici

pate, and New York City may join

soon.

Indianapolis to serve all 

students free meals

This spring, Pakistan’s Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif in
au

gurated Pakistan’s first solarpower park, which will start

generating 100 megawatts of energy by the end of the year

and a total of 1,000 megawatts by 2016. 

The Quaide
Azam Solar Park project has 400,000 solar

panels. When complete, the plant will p
roduce about 2.5

times the power output of the 392 megawatt Iv
anpah Solar

Electric Generating System in California’s Mojave Desert,

making it one of the largest solar parks in the world. This is

big news for a country experiencing chronic energy short

ages that leave people without power for large chunks of

the day on a regular basis.

Donors from China, India, the United Arab Emirates
and the U.S. provided $80 million as cornerstone
funding to save all 38 species of wild cats.

As the animals at the top of the food chain, wild
cats help maintain the deli
cate balance of the
ecosystems in which they
live and upon which hu
mans depend, and serve
as the flagship species for
conserving large, wild
landscapes.

Panthera, a leading or
ganization dedicated to
ensuring the future of
wild cats, announced on

New $80 Million Fund  to Save Worlds Wild Cats

Pakistan’s first solar

project - one of the

world’s largest

Jury awards $3 millio
n 

in a first fracking case

Campaigners form a “Glacier Nation” 

in Chilean Andes

Source: 

ThinkProgress.org

Source: 

ThinkProgress.org

Robert and Lisa Parr with daughter



Environmental activists have proclaimed a new “glac
ier nation” in the Chilean Andes as part of a campaign
to create laws protecting water reserves. Greenpeace
Chile founded the independent state—named Re
publica Glaciar according to The Santiago Times—in
early March and have since opened embassies in
dozens of countries, using Greenpeace International
offices.

Those who pledge allegiance online are issued spe
cial passports, with around 133,000 people signing
up before the end of June, including the Chilean
writer Isabel Allende. Campaigners set up a camp on
the ice and declared that the new country comprises
all glaciers in Chile “given that Chilean legislation

does not recognize them as their own.”
Chile is home to 82 percent of South America’s gla

ciers, covering 23,000 square kilometers. Glacial water
sheds supply millions of people in Chile with fresh
water, yet it is one of the few countries with no laws
to protect glaciers, according to Matías Asún, head of
Greenpeace Chile. By contrast, Argentina already has
such a law and Peru, Bolivia and Ecuador have inter
national funding to create glacier protection, said
Matías.

More Information:

www.greenpeace.org/chile/es/
Reported by Robin Yapp for Positive News UK

When a German fisher

man found an old brown

beer bottle floating in

the Baltic Sea, he could

never have predicted

that it was more
than a century old.
His surprise was
even

greater
when he discov
ered a  message
rolled up in
side.

Analystsat the Intern a t i o n a l
Maritime Mu

seum in Hamburg, dis

covered that the note, dated

1913, was written by a baker’s son,

Richard Platz. Though much of the ink had faded,

a return postal address was legible enough to track down

the sender’s 62yearold granddaughter, Angela Erdmann, in Berlin.

Angela had never known her grandfather, and was ‘very surprised’ when

a genealogical researcher knocked on her door to deliver the message from her

grandfather, who was 20 years old when he tossed the bottle into the sea. It is thought

to be the world’s oldest message in a bottle.

Holger von Neuhoff, curator at the museum, said: “Why are people all over the

world moved by a plain handwritten postcard in a bottle? Because in our age of high

speed communications and great uncertainty, time stands still for a moment.”Written by Danielle Batist 

for Positive News UK

Positive
World!
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New $80 Million Fund  to Save Worlds Wild Cats
June 1 the 10year guaranteed commitment from several environ
mental philanthropists and the crown prince of Abu Dhabi. Unprece
dented in its scope, Panthera said the money will immediately fund
the most effective solutions for wildcat conservation while lessen

ing their greatest threats:
poaching for  trade; re
taliatory and punitive
killing from conflict with
humans; unsustainable
hunting of prey; and the
loss of habitat.

.....................................

www.panthera.org

This is no joke: the island nation of Cyprus is now

home to a political party for animals. Launched in

its capital city, Nicosia, this spring, Animal Party

Cyprus (APC) follows the lead of Holland,

which was perhaps the first country to

start a political party for animals.  

The APC launch included such leaders

as Olympia Stylianou, permanent secretary

of the ministry of agriculture, natural re

sources and environment; Kyriakos Kyria

cou, founder and coordinator of APC; and

the chairwoman of the Netherlands Party

for the Animals, Dutch Parliamentary

Leader Marianne Thieme. 

Kyriakos said that the newly formed

party “together with our sister parties is

dedicated to reducing the cruel suffering

that nonhuman animals are forced to endure.” 

Cyprus starts 

political party ...for animals! 

Jury awards $3 millio
n 

in a first fracking case

Recent gay marriage
legal victories

Campaigners form a “Glacier Nation” 

in Chilean Andes

June 26 marks a momentous an

niversary for gayrights activists.

On this day one year ago, the

Supreme Court ruled Section 3 of

the Defense of Marriage Act un

constitutional, allowing legally

married samesex couples to re

ceive the same federal spousal

benefits as straight couples.

Those benefits now

apply to more gay cou

ples than ever. On June

25, Indiana joined the 18

other states where gay

marriage is legal by strik

ing down its state ban. All

told, seven states have

successfully legalized

samesex marriage in the

past year: New Jersey,

Hawaii, Illinois, New

Mexico, Oregon, Pennsyl

vania and now Indiana.

In states like Wiscon

sin, the status of gay couples’ right

to marry is tied up in the courts.

Utah’s decision may go all the way

to the Supreme Court. Other states

have passed milder laws, such as

recent decisions by Kentucky,

Tennessee and Ohio to recog

nize outofstate marriages.

World’s oldest message 

in a bottle found

The message and bottle dated 1913



by Madea Benjamin

Though today a practicing lawyer,
Luis at 33 still looks like a wiry col-
lege student. And like his student
self, he continues to think outside
the box and find creative ways to
use the courts to fuel his passion
for peace and human rights.

During my recent visit to Costa
Rica, I got a chance to interview
this maverick attorney about his
past victories and his brilliant new
idea to seek compensation for Iraqis.

Madea: Let’s start out by re-
calling the key moment in
Costa Rica’s pacifist history.
Luis: That was 1948, when Costa
Rican President Jose Figueras de
clared that the nation’s military
would be abolished, a move that
was ratified the following year by
the Constituent Assembly. Figueras
even took a sledgehammer and
smashed one of the walls of the
military headquarters, announcing
that it would be turned into a na
tional museum and that the mili
tary budget would be redirected
toward healthcare and education.

Since then, Costa Rica has be
come renowned for its peaceful
and unarmed neutrality in foreign
affairs.

So let’s fast-forward: It’s 2003,
you’re in law school, and your
government joined George
Bush’s “Coalition of the Will-
ing”—a group of 49 countries
that gave their stamp of ap-
proval for the invasion of Iraq.
Costa Rica didn’t contribute any-
thing; it simply added its
name.  But that was enough to
get you so upset that you de-
cided to take your government
to court?
Yes. Bush told the world that this
was going to be a war for peace,
democracy and human rights. But
he couldn’t get a UN mandate, so
he had to create a coalition to
make it look like the invasion had
global support. That’s why he
pushed so many countries to join.
Costa Rica—precisely because it
abolished its military and has a
history of peace—was an impor
tant country to have on his side to
show moral authority. Costa Rica
is listened to when it speaks at
the UN. So in this sense, Costa
Rica was an important partner.

When President Abel Pacheco
announced that Costa Rica had
joined this coalition, the vast ma
jority of Costa Ricans were op
posed. I was really upset about
our involvement, but I was also
upset that my friends didn’t think

we could anything about it.
When I proposed suing the pres
ident, they thought I was crazy.  

But I went ahead anyway, and
after I filed a lawsuit, the Costa
Rica Bar Association filed a suit
and the Ombudsman filed a
suit—and they were all com
bined with mine.

When the ruling came out in
our favor in September 2004, a
year and a half after I filed, there
was a sense of relief among the
public. President Pacheco was
depressed because he’s really a nice
guy  and he probably thought,
“Why did I do this?” He even con
sidered resigning over this, but
he didn’t because so many
people asked him not to.

On what basis did the court
rule in your favor?
One of the most significant things
about this ruling was that it rec
ognized the binding character

of the UN Charter. The court
ruled that since Costa Rica is a
member of the United Nations,
we are under the obligation to
follow its proceedings and since
the UN never authorized the in
vasion, Costa Rica did not have
the right to support it. 

The court also said that the
support for the invasion contra
dicted a fundamental principle of
the “Costa Rican Identity,” which
is peace. This makes us the first
country in the world to recognize
the right to peace, something that
was made even more explicit in
another case that I won in 2008.

Can you tell us about that case?
In 2008 I challenged a decree by
thenPresident Oscar Arias that
authorized the extraction of tho
rium and uranium, nuclear fuel
development and the manufac
ture of nuclear reactors “for all

purposes.” In that
case I again claimed
a violation of the
right to peace.
The court an
nulled the presi
dent’s decree,
explicitly recog
nizing the exis
tence of a right to
peace.  This means
the State must not
only promote peace,
but must refrain
from au
t h o 

rizing warrelated activities, like
the production, export or import
of items intended to be used in a
war.

So this meant that companies
like Raytheon, which had purchased
land here and intended to set up
shop, are now not operational.

What are some of the other
lawsuits you’ve filed?
Oh, [there’s so] many of them. I
filed another case against Presi
dent Arias—who won the Nobel
Peace prize in 1987—for author
izing the police to use military
weapons against demonstrators.
This case also went all the way to
the Supreme Court and won.

I sued the government for
signing the Central America Free
Trade Agreement, (CAFTA),
which includes weapons forbid
den in Costa Rica. I sued the gov
ernment twice for allowing the

U.S. military, under
the pretext of the

war on drugs, to
play war games
on our sover
eign land as if
they were a
game of chess. 

Our gov
ernment gives

sixmonth per
mits for up to 46

military vessels
to dock in our

ports with
over

12,000 troops and equipped
with 180 Blackhawk helicopters,
10 Harrier II airfighters, ma
chine guns and rockets. Every
thing on the approved list of
ships, aircraft, helicopters and
troops is designed and intended
to be used in a war—a clear vio
lation of our Right to Peace. But
the court has not heard this case.

At an international gathering
in Brussels in April marking
the 11th anniversary of the
U.S. invasion of Iraq, you came
up with another brilliant idea.
Can you tell us about it?
I was in town for another meet
ing of international lawyers, but
the Iraq Commission organizers
found out and asked me to

speak. There was a brainstorming
meeting afterwards and people
were bemoaning the fact that the
U.S. does not follow international
law, that it isn’t party to the In
ternational Criminal Court, that it
will not hear cases related to repa
rations for Iraqis.

I said, “If I may, the Coalition of
the Willing that invaded Iraq was
not just the United States. There
were 48 countries. If the U.S. is
not going to compensate Iraqis,
why don’t we sue the other mem
bers of the coalition?”

If you were able to win a case
on behalf of an Iraqi victim in
the Costa Rican courts, what
level of compensation do you
think you could win? And
wouldn’t there be one case
after another?
I could imagine winning perhaps
a few hundred thousand dollars.

Perhaps if we could win one case
in Costa Rica, we could start the
lawsuits in other countries. I cer
tainly don’t want to bankrupt
Costa Rica with case after case.
But we have to look at how to
seek justice for Iraqis, and how to
prevent this sort of coalition from
forming again. It’s worth a try.

Do you think there is something
that we could be doing in court
to challenge drone killings?
Certainly. I think the people
pressing the kill button should be
held personally responsible for
criminal acts because the drone is
an extension of their body, used
to perform actions they cannot
do personally.

Have you had personal reper-
cussions for taking on such
sensitive issues?
I have friends in the phone com
pany who told me I was being
tapped. But I don’t really care.
What can they do if I talk on the
phone about filing a suit?

Yes, you have to take risks, but
you can’t be afraid of the conse
quences. 

Why don’t more lawyers
around the world challenge
their governments in the cre-
ative ways you do?
Lack of imagination perhaps? I
don’t know.

I am surprised that so many
good lawyers oftentimes just
don’t see the obvious. I encour
age students to be creative, to use
international law domestically.
It’s weird because nothing I’ve
done has been extraordinary.
These are not really great ideas.
They are just a bit different, and
instead of just talking about
them, I move them forward.

I also encourage students to
study a second profession so they
start thinking differently. I stud
ied computer engineering as my
second major; it taught me to be
ordered and structured in my
thinking.

I love my [current] job be
cause I do what I want to do; I
take on the cases I am passionate
about. I am fighting for my coun
try and for my personal freedom.
I don’t think of this work as a sac
rifice but as a duty. If we want
peace to be a fundamental right,
then we have to institutionalize
it—and protect it.

Positive News Summer 2014

Costa Rican Lawyer Crusades for the Right to Peace

More Information:

Content from Nation of Change 
www.nationofchange.org

If we want peace to be a fundamental
right, then we have to protect it.“ ”

University for Peaces Monument to Disarmament highlights
the work of different Costa Rican leaders in the interest of peace

PEACE

Luis Roberto Zamorra Bolaños was just a law student when he challenged 
the legality of his government’s support for George Bush’s invasion of Iraq. 

He took the case all the way up to the Costa Rican Supreme Court—and won.
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Ziauddin Yousafzai’s stammer
was a flaw he used to inspire his
students when he was the princi
pal of a chain of schools in the
Swat Valley region of Pakistan.
This was before his daughter
Malala was assaulted by the Tal
iban.

“My top priority was confi
dencebuilding in children— to
make them able to express their
views and ideas, to trust them
selves—to speak up,” he said.

“I used to say to them, ‘Look, I
stammer when I speak and God
has given you very fluent
tongues, so speak up … If a weak
man like me could be stronger,
then what’s wrong with you?’”

For someone with a speech
impediment, Ziauddin certainly
likes to talk. In Swat, before the
shooting, he was a respected ed
ucator, the leader of the elders of
the valley and a social activist.

Today, advocating for educa
tion and women’s rights still tops
his agenda. When speaking at the
recent launch event for Girl Up, a
platform to empower girls world
wide, he told the audience: “If you
want to see a change in the life of

your family and if you want to see
change in your country, don’t clip
the wings of your daughters and
sisters. Let them be free.”

“My experience and my life
tell me that education has em
powered me. Had I not been edu
cated, who would I have been to
express my views? Education
gave me that power.”

Education gave his famous
daughter power, too. Malala was
just 11 years old when she
started blogging for BBC Urdu
about her experiences of being a
schoolgirl in Swat, where the Tal
iban was growing in influence.
Girls’ education, music and tele
vision were among the things
they were trying to ban at the
time.

“Look at Malala. If she had not
been in school, she wouldn’t have
been so powerful. Her education
gave her a power to raise her
voice. Had she been illiterate, she
would not have been able to
speak with a cause, with a vision,
with persistence.”

Following the popularity of
Malala’s blog, she soon became a
public advocate for girls’ educa

tion and was often
interviewed on
local television. It
wasn’t long before
she received
threats from the
Taliban. “She was a
little celebrity in
her own right. She
had become a
burning beacon,”
Ziauddin said with
pride. “Her mes
sage was spread
ing. The Taliban
just couldn’t stand
it.”

Now a household name world
wide, she has continued to strive
for the rights of women and girls.
Her memoir, “I Am Malala,” has
been translated into 38 lan
guages. But what kind of parent
ing leads to raising the
youngestever nominee for the
Nobel peace prize, I asked Ziaud
din. “I didn’t clip her wings,” he
explained,  “I let her live as she
wished.”

Malala marked her 16th birth
day in July last year by address
ing an audience at the United

Nations headquarters in New
York. In her speech, she de
scribed education as “our most
powerful weapon,” while insist
ing that just “one child, one
teacher, one pen and one book
can change the world.”

Malala added, “I want educa
tion for the sons and daughters of
the Taliban and all terrorists and
extremists.” 

Most recently she has spoken
up for the more than 200 school
girls who were kidnapped in
Nigeria and, at press time, are still
missing. The people of Nigeria

have been in the
family’s thoughts,
especially as there
are similarities
with their own ex
perience. Like the
Taliban, the terror
ist group Boko
Haram, who claim
responsibility for
taking the girls, are

also trying to ban girls’ edu
cation. “Malala has said she is

their sister and all girls around
the world are their sisters and
they stand with them. And all
parents should stand with their
parents. I stand with them. They
should know there is hope. There
is light even in the darkest cloud,”
Ziauddin commented.

More Information:

malalafund.org
Reported by Positive News UK

On June 20, the Presbyterian Church be
came the most prominent religious group
in the U.S. to endorse divestment as a
protest against Israeli policies toward
Palestinians, voting to sell church stock in
three companies whose products Israel
uses in the occupied territories.

The General Assembly voted by a razor
thin margin—310303—to sell stock in
Caterpillar, HewlettPackard and Motorola
Solutions. 

The decision is expected to reverberate
beyond the 1.8 millionmember church. It
comes amid discouragement over failed

peace talks that have left activists desper
ate for some way to affect change and as
the broader movement known as BDS—or
Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions against
Israel—has gained some momentum in the
U.S., Israel’s closest and most important ally.

Omar Barghouti, a cofounder of the
BDS movement, said Presbyterian sup
porters of Palestinian rights have intro
duced divestment into the U.S. mainstream
and have given Palestinians “real hope in
the face of the relentless and intensifying
cruelty of Israel‘s regime of occupation, set
tler colonialism and apartheid.”

Don’t Clip Your Daughters’ Wings …
Let Them Be Free

The terrorists thought they would
change my aims and stop my ambi
tions, but nothing changed in my life
except this: weakness, fear and hope
lessness died. Strength, power and
courage were born.

~ Malala

“

”

More Information:

www.bdsmovement.net
Content from the Associated Press

Major religious group divests funding 
to protest  Israels policies

Palestinians in Bethlehem send message on wall to 
Presbyterians 221st General Assembly in Detroit

Malala speaking at the We Day
Conference in the UK 

Malala Yousafzai and her father Ziauddin Yousafzai 
at Boston College High School P
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When 15-year-old Malala Yousafzai was shot by the Taliban for campaigning for girls’ ed-
ucation, the world was stunned by her bravery and wisdom. Nicola Slawson speaks to
Malala’s father, Ziauddin, about education, equality and the upbringing that helped shape
Malala

PEACE
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This homeless man found a bunch of my
wife’s stolen property strewn all over
downtown Tulsa. He took the time to
gather it all up, in the rain, and called us
up for retrieval. I just want to recognize
him as an awesome human being.

The old tree in the town of Bideford, UK was falling
down and the town council, in their wisdom, de-
cided to fell it. But the residents protested so fiercely
that a local sculptor came to the rescue with a
helping hand to hold the tree up. The council
agreed to let the tree be.Meet Dan. Every Wednesday and Thurs-

day, he heads to local cancer centers and
purchases a cup of coffee for each pa-
tient, nurse, doctor and everyone in be-
tween—straight out of his own pocket.

Fatima and Ahmad, a young married couple
who—despite Ahmad’s lack of arms and Fatima’s
lack of legs—take good care of each other.

This guy painted his car with chalkboard
paint so kids can draw on it.

This boy invented a
new form of currency:
“FREE with a smile”’
lemonade.

Chicago Christians showing up at a gay parade to
apologize for homophobia in the church.

Babies don’t see race as a barrier
while their parents shop obliviously
in the supermarket. Two football players who didn’t want a student to

eat alone.



CARING

by Kimberly Gomes

For nearly 30 years, over
90,000 SouthCentral Somalis
have found refuge at Dr. Hawa
Abdi's home. What began as a
oneroom clinic on her fam
ily’s ancestral land just north
of capital city Mogadishu
transformed into a 400bed
hospital—and a communal
beacon of light for the war
torn region. 

By founding her work in the
national tradition of hospital
ity, Dr. Abdi, who was nomi
nated for a Nobel Peace Prize

in 2012, continues to welcome
displaced survivors of the civil
war. She does so by providing
shelter in an inspiring commu
nity now known as the Hawa
Abdi Village, or Hope Village. 

“Most people fled abroad
[when the war began in 1991].
But I remained … I was trying
to do something, [any] little
thing I [could] do,” said Dr.
Abdi. “Now my place is [full of]
people who are respecting each
other, who are not fighting.”

The world last saw Dr. Abdi
and her daughters, Drs. Deqo
and Amina Mohamed, speak at

a TED talk in 2010. 
At that time, the Dr. Hawa

Abdi Foundation (DHAF) had
less than 20 staff members to
oversee a camp of 90,000 peo
ple, about one percent of So
malia’s population, and mostly
women and children. Not only
did the clinic see 500 patients
per day, but it also conducted
a remarkable 300 surgeries
daily. 

On top of the mass reset
tlement effort, the foundation
fed over 162,000 Somalis dur
ing the 2011 famine, and im
plemented a selfsustaining

food security program in 2012
on a 61acre farm.

Today, as peace returns to
the region, Hope Village
thrives with 11,000 people.
The fully functioning hospital
is situated alongside a day
care facility, a women’s educa
tion center and a primary
school for over 300 children. 

“We have successfully re
settled over 50,000 people to
their original homes or better
villages; and over 30,000
[have left] on their own to
their homes in Mogadishu.
Peace in our region [has had a]

great impact [on our] founda
tion,” said Dr. Deqo Mohamed.

Yet the foundation’s lifeal
tering efforts continue on. In
addition to implementing
youth activities and sports
clubs, Hope Village now aims
to raise $5,000 by the end of
2014 for its entrepreneurial
focused Women’s Education
Centre. The funds will cover
material and education costs
to promote and train 40
women in soap making, thus
empowering local women by
creating livelihoods they can
foster and teach to others. 

Dr. Abdi's
hospital now
leads South
Central Somalia
in neonatal care
with plans to
open a nursing
and midwife

school to further empower the
women of Mogadishu. 

Hope Village proves that
one dedicated woman can
spawn a community that im
proves the lives of thousands. 

“Over the last 20 years, the
Somali women have stood up,”
says Dr. Abdi. “We are the
leaders of our community and
the hope of our future genera
tions. We are not just helpless
victims of the civil war. We can
reconcile. We can do every
thing.”

Chinese soldiers serving as a bridge to save
people from recent floods.

I ordered food online, and under Special Instructions
typed in, “Please draw something uplifting on the
container. I just got dumped.’ The result exceeded
my expectations.

Proving that one dedicated woman can spawn a community that
improves the lives of thousands, Hope Village lights the way for
Somalis during civil war

While Most Flee War, 
Woman Founds Sanctuary in Somalia

More Information: 

www.dhaf.org
Donations for DHAF Women’s Education Centre:

www.globalgiving.org/projects/women-entrepreneurs-
somalia/

Dr. Abdi (center) together with daughters Deqo and Amina started a hospital near Mogadishu in Somalia 

We are the leaders of our community 
and the hope of our future generations. 

We are not just helpless victims of the civil
war. We can reconcile. We can do everything.

“
”

Together since1954.
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Don’t Wait for the Revolution—Live It!
When pranksters and creative organizers create temporary utopias, the experience
leaves us wanting more—and ready to work hard to get it

Image from the annual Burning Man event held in Nevadas Black Rock Desert is a place where people can test out ideas and experiment with the future in real time

P
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by Andrew Boyd

We can’t create a better world if
we haven’t yet imagined it. How
much better then, if we are able
to touch such a world, experi
ence it directly, even live in it—if
only to a partial degree and for a
brief moment. This is the idea
behind “prefigurative interven
tions,” actions that not only work
to stop the next dumb thing the
bad guys are up to, but also enact
in the here and now the world
we actually want to live in.

These kinds of interventions
come in all shapes and sizes,
from artistic gestures like John
and Yoko’s 1969 “War Is Over!
(If You Want It)” Times Square
billboard, to utopianflavored
mass movements like Occupy
Wall Street with its free libraries,
communitarian ethic and exper
iments in direct democracy.

“You never change things by
fighting the existing reality,”
Buckminster Fuller advised. “To
change something, build a new
model that makes the existing
model obsolete.” A brilliant in
sight, but he’s only half right, be
cause the best direct
actions—and social move
ments—actually do both.

Creating Change

Consider the lunch counter
sitins of the 1960s. They were
not only brave acts of resistance
against the racism of the Jim
Crow South, but they also beau
tifully and dramatically prefig
ured the world the civil rights
movement was trying to bring
into being: blacks and whites sit
ting together as equals in public
spaces. 

The young students didn’t ask
anyone’s permission; they didn’t
wait for society to evolve or for
bad laws to change. In the best
spirit of direct action, they
walked in there and simply
changed the world. At least for a
few moments, in one place, they
were living in an integrated
South. They painted a picture of
how the world could be, and the
vicious response from white by
standers and police only proved
how important it was to make it
so.

Utopian Thinking

With the dominance of mar
ket capitalism and its apologists
proclaiming an “end of ideology,”

provocations that stretch our po
litical imaginations are more
vital than ever. Social theorist
Steve Duncombe goes a step fur
ther, arguing that we need to
bring back utopian thinking. In
his recent book, “Open Utopia,”
he argues that even for reform
ers, utopian thinking is neces
sary, providing “a compass point
to determine what direction to
move toward and a measuring
stick to determine how far one
has come.”

However, in an era of media
saturation and distrust of the
utopiainspired disasters of the
20th century, this is increasingly
hard to do via criticism alone.
Using dystopian visions to sound
the alarm—a more and more
popular strategy—is just an
other form of criticism that
leaves the status quo standing,
Duncombe argues. What is
needed instead are direct inter
ventions that both embody and
point toward utopian possibili
ties. Contemporary social move
ments, it turns out, are chock full
of them.

Making it Today

Monthly Critical Mass bike

rides prefigure future cities in
which bicycles actually hold
their own as traffic. PARK(ing)
Day is a global day of action in
which people put a day’s worth
of coins into a parking meter and
transform their parking space
into a minipark or jazz lounge
or tiny public swimming pool. It
prefigures a greening of urban
space and a reclaimed commons.

In 2006 members from a
coalition of environmental
groups posed as a government
agency—the Oil Enforcement
Agency—that should have ex
isted, but didn’t. Complete with
SWATteamlike caps and
badges, agents ticketed SUVs, im
pounded fuelinefficient vehicles
at auto shows, and generally
modeled a future in which gov
ernment takes climate change
seriously.

Clever protest campaigns can
bring little shards of utopia not
just into the streets but also into
our elections and even legisla
tures. When Jello Biafra ran for
mayor of San Francisco in 1979,
one of the planks in his platform
called for beat cops to be voted
on by the neighborhoods they
patrolled. Once out in the open,
this and other seemingly radical

ideas were revealed as the rea
sonable proposals they were,
and thousands of San Francis
cans pulled the lever for Jello.

Even legislation can be pre
figurative. One of my pet proj
ects, “What Would Finland Do?”
aims to introduce a bill in the
New York legislature to prorate
traffic fines according to the net
wealth of the driver. It wouldn’t
pass, but a lot of New Yorkers
might think: “Why the hell not?”
and the long fight for greater
economic equality might inch a
tiny bit forward. (Finland, by the
way, has such a law, and in 2004
the 27yearold heir to a sausage
fortune was fined $204,000 for
driving 50 miles per hour in a 25
mph zone.)

Whether religious or artistic,
a playful thought experiment or
a serious attempt to be true to
one’s values in the face of state
violence, prefigurative engage
ment allows us to experience for
ourselves (and demonstrate to
others), that another world is
necessary, possible—and maybe

even beautiful.

More Information:

Story from Yes! Magazine
www.yesmagazine.org

PEOPLE POWER
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by Georgia Kelly and Shaula Massena

Here’s how it played out when one of the
Mondragón cooperatives fell on hard
times. The worker/owners and the man
agers met to review their options. After
three days of meetings, the worker/own
ers agreed that 20 percent of the work
force would leave their jobs for a year,
during which they would continue to re
ceive 80 percent of their pay and, if they
wished, free training for other work. 

This group would be chosen by lottery,
and if the company was still in trouble a
year later, the first group would return to
work and a second would take a year off.

The result? The solution worked and
the company thrives to this day.

The central importance of workers
permeates every aspect of the Mon
dragón, both a corporation and federa
tion of worker cooperatives. Even though
the MCC businesses are affected by the
global financial crisis, there is no unem
ployment within the MCC businesses. Peo
ple are moved around to other jobs, or
hours are cut without cutting pay. The
wages for unworked hours are to be re
paid through extra hours worked later in
the year.

Background

Founded in the town of  Mondragón in
1956 by Father Jose Maria Arizmendiarri
eta, a Basque Catholic priest, the Mon
dragón cooperatives today comprise more
than 100 cooperatives, as well as more
than 100 subsidiaries that MCC has pur
chased and hopes to convert. Altogether,
MCC companies employ more than
100,000 worker/owners and in 2007 gen
erated revenues of more than $24 billion.

This empire of egalitarianism grew
from humble roots. Father Jose Maria
brought together the residents of this
Basque community through study circles
and workshops. His aim was to confront

high levels of unem
ployment that kept
the region in poverty
and isolation. The phi
losophy that emerged
from those meetings
put the rights and
wellbeing of workers
first, with growth
mainly aimed at providing additional jobs
and job security to employees.

These principles drive everyday prac
tice at MCC companies. For instance, while
most businesses determine voting power
based on how many company shares a
person owns, MCC cooperatives allocate
each worker one vote. They also stick to an
egalitarian pay scale—top management is
rarely paid more than six times the lowest
paid worker. Profits and losses are dis
tributed among all the members equitably
because their efforts together determine
the success of the company.

Co-op Entrepreneurs 

At the same time, the MCC has never
lost sight of the fact that it can’t generate
highquality wellpaying jobs without in
novation and creativity.

To that end, MCC managers in 1981
founded Saiolan, an incubator program
that aims to create new companies and
products by bringing together wouldbe
entrepreneurs with identified needs, and
helping them out with feasibility studies
and prototypes.

The result has been rates of innovation
that challenge those of the world’s most
successful corporations. A Mondragón
firm manufactured Spain’s first computer
chips, for example. Others are producing
wind, solar and hydrogen power. New

business opportunities in health and food,
communications and alternative energy
are now being researched, as well as
shared housing for elders and furniture
convenient for older people. 

Saiolan also offers budding entrepre
neurs coaching, technical resources, fund
ing and help with business plans. To date,
it has helped 285 entrepreneurs create
their own companies and many others to
develop their ideas within existing coops.

A New Way of Life? 

One of the first things you notice while
driving from the Bilbao Airport towards
the corporate headquarters in Arrasate
Mondragón is the countryside’s unspoiled
beauty—rolling green hills uninterrupted
by billboards and smooth roads untar
nished by potholes.

The town of 23,000 is solidly middle
class. There are neither mansions on the
hill nor poverty in the streets. We didn’t
see wealth but everyone had a comfort
able place to live, healthy food to eat and
the comfort of modern conveniences.
Equally noticeable was their convivial,
even joyful sense of community. The peo
ple we met were friendly, conversational
and trusting.

Mondragón is proof that a commitment
to the common good is not an obstacle to
commercial success. Instead, a dedication
to innovation and training at all levels can
bring forward the best of the community.
That quality of life continues outside the
workplace, multiplying the benefits for
those who choose a cooperative path.

by Liz Pleasant

New York City’s budget for the
2015 fiscal year includes a
new item that supporters of a
fairer economy will want to
celebrate: $1.2 million set
aside for the development of
workerowned cooperative
businesses.

The spending is a small
fraction of the $75 billion
budget, which the City Council
approved on June 26. How
ever, according to a statement
by U.S. Federation of Worker
Cooperatives, it’s the largest
investment in the sector ever
made by a city government in
the United States.

Cooperative businesses are
both owned and operated by
employees. They focus on
maximizing value for all their
members as well as creating
fair and quality jobs.

“This is a great step forward
for worker cooperatives,”
Melissa Hoover, executive di
rector of the U.S. Federation of

Worker Cooperatives, said in
a press release. 

Here’s how the city’s new
budget describes the program:

Funding will support the
creation of 234 jobs in worker
cooperative businesses by coor-
dinating education and train-
ing resources and by providing

technical, legal and financial
assistance. The initiative will
fund a comprehensive citywide
effort to reach 920 cooperative
entrepreneurs, provide for the
start-up of 28 new worker co-
operative small businesses and
assist another 20 existing co-
operatives.

There is an alternative to capitalism: 
Mondragon shows the way

Why are we told a broken system that creates vast inequality is the only choice? The world’s
largest consortium of coops located in the Basque Country is living proof otherwise

Worker-Owned Co-ops Get $1 Million in NYC Spending

More Information:

www.mondragon-corporation.com
Page content from Yes! Magazine

www.yesmagazine.org

Whereas workers at other  
companies must answer to shareholder

needs–often by sacrificing their jobs–that
is not true at Mondragon, which acts
as the parent company to 111 co-ops.

Worker/owners at one of Mondragons 111 cooperatives

NEW ECONOMY

“
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PLANET

by Sam Eifling 

To take the Hkle‘a for a spin off
the coast of Oahu is to see the
Hawaiian islands in perhaps the
same way as their discoverers
did many hundreds of years ago.

Those Polynesian seafarers
likely arrived on a boat resem
bling the doublehulled canoe,
bridged by a modest deck, com
pelled by three sails and steered
by a rudder, its components held
fast with ropes rather than
screws or nails.

The 62foot vessel left Hawaii
on May 30 on its longestever
ocean voyage. Relying on wind
and stars to guide it, the Hkle‘a
will chase the horizon for 47,000
miles, dropping anchor at 85
ports on six continents.

“We could be sailing around
the world on a highend yacht,

but we’re not,” said Chad Kalepa
Baybayan, one of five master nav
igators who take shifts on the
Hkle‘a. “We’re doing it on tra
ditionally built voyaging canoes,
reflective of the architecture of
voyaging canoes across the Pa
cific. This is a cultural project for
us. It has a lot of spiritual mean
ing.”

The threeyear tour—roughly
south and west from Hawaii past
Australia, around the Cape of
Good Hope, to the Americas, and
back via the Panama Canal—will
make the Hkle‘a’s watershed
first voyage in 1976 look like a
light jog.

That round trip to Tahiti
demonstrated, for the first time
in centuries, the efficacy of an
cient Polynesian wayfinding and
boat design. The canoe became
an immediate icon amid an ongo

ing renaissance in Native Hawai
ian language and culture.

The boat’s first navigator, Pius
“Mau” Piailug, was among the last
halfdozen people in the world to
practice the art of traditional nav
igation when he agreed to teach
the Hkle‘a’s crew.

What the Hkle‘a once
sought to tell Polynesians about
themselves, it now wants to tell
the world. This latest voyage—
called Malama Honua, or “To
Care for Our Earth”—seeks to
bring awareness of the earth’s
beauty and our interconnected
ness to ports around the planet.

The trip will also help train the
next generation of young naviga
tors to propagate the craft.

“You go through the oral his
tory and you understand all the
processes and concepts about it,
but when you see a voyaging

canoe for the very first time man
ifested in reality in front of your
eyes? Man, that’s incredibly pow
erful,” said Baybayan, who first
beheld the boat at 19 in 1975.

“I used to spend hours on the
beach just watching her float at
anchor. It was just that strong a
magnet for me. And it wasn’t just
for me. It was the same way for a
lot of Hawaiians,” he said.

The canoe is being escorted by
a modern 72foot sister vessel
called Hikianalia. A flotilla of gad
getry aboard that boat will con
nect the voyage to classrooms via
satellite uplink, giving students
throughout Hawaii and around
the world a chance to see math
and science in action. Crew mem
bers will perform experiments
and gather data throughout the
trip to fuel projects and discus
sions around ocean health, ma

rine animals and sustainable liv
ing.

“What I think she can do, in a
very quiet way, is bring the idea
that we are all indigenous to this
earth, and we all have that ocean
memory,” said Jenna Ishii, one of
the apprentice navigators who
will take shifts during various
legs of the voyage.

Those months at sea promise
to be an epic adventure—if also
damp, cold, itchy, salty and nau
seating, Jenna said.

“I do tell kids that the reality
when you’re out there, when the
glamour wears off, is you’re part
of the ocean.”

More Information:

www.hokulea.com
Reported by Associated Press

Find yourself. Here.

800.800.6886 | www.kalani.com | Hawai‘i

Legendary Hawaii Canoe Embarks on Epic Journey
Doublehulled Hkle‘a left Hawaii in late May on roundtheworld voyage, 

guided by traditional navigation

This latest voyage—called Malama
Honua, or “To Care for Our Earth”— seeks
to bring awareness of the earth’s beauty
and our interconnectedness to ports
around the planet.
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YOUTH

With a little help from his
dad and the local commu
nity, nineyearold Ken from
the Philippines is finally ful
filling a dream—to help run
a nokill dog shelter of his
very own.

Ken’s mission is both sim
ple and straightforward: “The official at
the pound said most dogs are put down
because only 2030 percent of owners
claim their dogs, and no animal welfare
organization is doing something about it.
I want to save as many of those dogs as I
can from being killed for no reason.”

Although Ken has wanted to shelter
stray dogs for some time, the ball really

began rolling after he
posted pictures on
line of himself feeding
stray dogs in Febru
ary of this year. After
the photos went viral,
strangers from all over
the world expressed
their support by help
ing him achieve his

d r e a m .
N o w ,
w i t h
help from
his dad and other con
cerned locals, he’s helping
stray dogs on the street re
cover from their many ill
nesses and hopefully find a
loving home.

“My dad told me it
would take a lot of money
and 20 years for me to get

an animal shelter. He said only grown
ups can raise enough money to start an
animal shelter,” Ken explains on his web
site. 

“Some very kind people who saw
these pictures donated money to help
me care for the dogs. We got enough
money to get the dogs I was feeding off
the street, feed them highquality canned
food and provide them with veterinary

care. They gained a LOT of weight, their
open wounds healed, and their fur grew
back. They also learned not to be scared
of humans.”

Girl, 13, Hunts with Eagles

More Information:

www.happyanimalsclub.or
Reported by Huffpost

Happy Animals Club is autonomous
and independently managed by me with
help from volunteers (currently my dad,
he complains that he is an ‘involunteer’).

“
”

Ashol-Pan displaying her skill of hunting with a golden eagle, 
a Kazakh tradition dating back some 2,000 years 
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A photographer who witnessed what could be the world’s only girl hunting with a golden eagle – 
an ancient Mongolian tradition – says watching her in action was a breathtaking sight 

by William Kremer

Most children, Asher
Svidensky has ob
served,  are a little in
timidated by golden
eagles. Yet Kazakh boys
in western Mongolia
start learning how to
use the huge birds to
hunt for foxes and hares
at the age of 13, when
the eagles sit heavily on
their undeveloped arms. 

Asher, a photogra
pher and travel writer,
photographed five boys
learning the skill as well
as a 13yearold girl,
AsholPan. “To see her
with the eagle was
amazing,” he recalled.
“She was a lot more
comfortable with the
eagle [than some of the
other trainees], a lot
more powerful with it
and a lot more at ease.”

The Kazakhs of the
Altai mountain range in
western Mongolia are
the only people that
hunt with golden ea
gles, and today there

are around 400 practic
ing falconers. Ashol
Pan, the daughter of a
particularly celebrated
hunter, may well be the
country’s only appren
tice huntress.

The skill of hunting
with eagles, Asher says,
lies in harnessing an un
predictable force of na
ture. “You don’t really
control the eagle. You
can try and make her
hunt an animal  and
then it’s a matter of na
ture. What will the
eagle do? Will she make
it? How will you get her
back afterwards?”

The eagles are not
bred in captivity, but
taken from nests at a
young age. Female ea
glets are chosen since
they grow to a larger
size—a large adult
might be as heavy as 15
pounds, with a wingspan
of over 90 inches. 

Then, on a spring
morning, after years of
service, a hunter will re
lease his mature eagle a

final time, leaving a
butchered sheep on the
mountain as a farewell
present. “That’s how the
Kazakh eagle hunters
makes sure that the ea
gles go back to nature
and have their own
strong newborns, for
the sake of future gen
erations,”Asher said. 

Asher describes
AsholPan as a smiling,
sweet and shy girl. His
photographs of her en
gaging in what has been
a traditionally male ac
tivity for around 2,000
years say something
about Mongoliain the
21st Century.

“The generation that
will decide what will
happen with every tra
dition that Mongolia
contains is this genera
tion,” said Asher, who
showed AsholPan’s fam
ily the photographs on
his laptop. “Everything
there is going to change
and is going to be rede
fined—and the possibil
ities are amazing.”

She was a lot
more comfortable
with the eagle
[than some of the
other trainees], a
lot more powerful
with it and a lot
more at ease.

“

”

Boy, 9, Creates an Animal Shelter in His Garage
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www.teateachers.org
Story from Yes! Magazine

www.yesmagazine.org

Positive News Summer 2014

PEOPLE STANDING UP

by Molly Rusk

What if a surgeon’s medical li
cense could be taken away based
on an errorprone statistical for
mula that ranked his abilities on a
scale of 1 to 5, based on the suc
cess (or failure) of a small number
of the operations he performed?
Or imagine if a lawyer could lose
her membership to the bar be
cause a statistical estimate of her
success predicted that she would
lose the majority of her cases
next year?

Last year, public school teach
ers in Tennessee faced precisely
that situation, but they didn’t
take it lying down. Instead, the
educators started a year of creative
actions that led to a decisive change
in policy—despite a governor de
termined to keep an unreliable
statistical formula as a key
method for teacher evaluations.

Their campaign ended success
fully on April 24, when Governor
Bill Haslam signed a bill rolling
back the use of a statistical instru
ment known as TVAAS in teacher
licensing decisions—and hitting
the pause button on an important
facet of the testing trend in Ten
nessee, at least for the moment.

Many believe that this devel
opment could spark similar cam
paigns nationwide. “The change
in Tennessee sends a message
about politics,” said Dan Gold
haber, director of the Center for

Education Data and Research at
the University of Washington. “It
will embolden people in other
states who think that tests ought
not to be used for teacher evalua
tions to continue the pushback.”

According to Bob Peterson,
president of the Milwaukee teach
ers’ union, the development in
Tennessee is just one piece of the
puzzle. “The success of the push
back in Tennessee is one part of
the larger growing movement for
testing reform, against the use of
standardized tests to pigeonhole

and sort our students, and to
scapegoat our public schools and
teachers,” Peterson said. “New
York, California, Oregon—there’s
growing grassroots activity.”

How they did it

The TEA (Tennessee Educa
tion Association) started by
doing what teachers do best: ed
ucating. “What we ended up doing
is, first and foremost, explaining
to the legislature what exactly
TVAAS was,” said Jim Wrye, who

was among the TEA leaders
who spearheaded the cam
paign.

On January 23, two TEA al
lies, Senator Mike Bell and House
Rep. Mathew Hill, presented an
initial bill—the Educator Re
spect and Accountability Act of
2014— that would completely
remove student standardized
test scores from teacher evalu
ations.

Later that month, the state
Board of Education met to fi
nalize new rules for teacher li
censes. During that meeting,
they rescinded the policy they
had approved in August 2013.
This meeting was followed in

February by a presentation be
fore the state’s House Education
Committee, laying out the major
problems with TVAAS.

Educating the legislators

Once members of the legisla
ture understood that TVAAS was
not a state standardized test but
rather an unreliable statistical es
timate, the bill gained wide
spread support. Within two
weeks, 88 out of 99 members of
the Tennessee legislature, includ
ing both House representatives
and senators, signed on as co
sponsors.

Despite the growing support
for a policy change in the legislature
and in the Board of Education,

the governor was determined to
keep TVAAS as a core component
of teacher evaluations. 

“One senator said he had spent
over 10 years in the general as
sembly and [had] never been
called to the governor’s office on
a particular bill, before this one,”
Wrye said. “He still voted for us in
committee.”

The TEA also created a peti
tion asking the governor to treat
teachers as professionals. After
nearly 12,000 people signed the
petition, the TEA delivered it to
Governor Haslam’s office.

The final twist of the screw
came in the form of two lawsuits
that the TEA filed against Gover
nor Haslam and Commissioner
Huffman. In both cases, the teach
ers lost bonuses they believed
they deserved, due to poor
TVAAS scores that did not repre
sent the full extent of their work.

In the end, there were only six
“no” votes on the TEA’s licensure
bill in the Tennessee legislature,
out of a total of 132 voting mem
bers. And when Governor Haslam
signed the bill on April 24, teach
ers across the state celebrated
the development as a major pol
icy victory.

“It showed tremendous care
and support by the rank and file
senators and House members for
their teachers,” said Wrye.

OTTAWA –The Supreme
Court of Canada has
granted a declaration of
Aboriginal title to the Tsil
hqot’in over 1,087 square
miles of territory in a his
toric ruling handed down
on June 26.

This is the first time the
high court has ever granted
a declaration of Aboriginal
title to a First Nations peo
ple. The ruling also ac
knowledges indigenous
nations can claim occu
pancy and control over
vast swaths of land beyond
specific settlement sites,
provides more clarity on
Aboriginal title and sets out
the parameters for govern
ment “incursion” into land
under Aboriginal title.

The ruling also hands a
final victory to the Tsilhqot’in
Nation—which encom
passes six communities
with a population of about
3,000 people throughout
British Columbia—in a
longrunning battle,  in
cluding blockades, over
logging permits in their
claimed territory.

“I would allow the ap
peal and grant a declara
tion of Aboriginal title over
the area at issue, as re
quested by the Tsilhqot’in,”
said the unanimous ruling,

written by Chief Justice
Beverley McLachlin. “I fur
ther declare that British
Columbia breached its duty
to consult owed to the Tsil
hqot’in through its land
use planning and forestry
authorization.”

British Columbia and Ot
tawa both opposed the
Tsilhqot’in claim to title.

The Supreme Court
blasted the British Colum
bia Court of Appeal, which
had overturned a lower
court ruling on what terri
tory the Tsilhqot’in could

claim under Abo
riginal title. The
high court found
the B.C. Court of
Appeal’s definition
of occupancy too
narrow.

“There is no suggestion
in the jurisprudence or
scholarship that Aboriginal
title is confined to specific
village sites or farms, as the
Court of Appeal held,” said
the ruling. “Rather, a cul
turally sensitive approach
suggests that regular use of
territories for hunting, fish
ing, trapping and foraging
is “sufficient” use to ground
Aboriginal title.”

The high court said that
Aboriginal title could be
declared over territory

“over which the group ex
ercised effective control at
the time of assertion of Eu
ropean sovereignty.”

Tsilhqot’in Nation Tribal
Chair Joe Alphonse called

the ruling “amazing” and
said it marked the begin
ning of a “new Canada.”

Canada Aboriginals score 
huge win in land title court case

The change in Tennessee sends a mes
sage about politics. It will embolden
people in other states who think that tests
ought not to be used for teacher evalua
tions to continue the pushback.

“

”

Teachers pack the room at an education 
committee meeting in March 2014 

More Information:

www.tsilhqotin.ca
Reported by APTN News

Chief Roger Williams upon hearing the verdict

B.C. Justice Minister Suzanne Anton said the
decision provided “additional certainty

around processes and tests that are 
applied to the relationship between the

province and Aboriginal peoples.

“
”

Teachers Standing Up 
Tennessee Tied Teachers’ Jobs to Standardized Test Scores. 

Here’s How They Pushed Back—and Won.

P
ho

to
 c

ou
rte

sy
 o

f t
he

 T
en

ne
ss

ee
 E

du
ca

tio
n 

A
ss

oc
ia

tio
n



www.positivenewsus.org                                                                                                                                                        

PLANET

by Emily Atkin

Finding a way to replace regu
lar roads with ones that could
better serve a sustainable
world has long been Scott and
Julie Brusaw’s dream. Lately,
the couple has been working
on that dream so much that on
Tuesday, May 13, they didn’t
even sleep.

“All of the publicity is keep
ing us hopping,” Julie said by
email on Wednesday afternoon,
after Scott had fallen asleep. “I

have over 6,800 unanswered
emails in my inbox right now—
not counting all of the thousands
I’ve responded to, of course!” 

The emails are about
the couple’s Solar Roadways
project, which aims to replace
traditional asphaltand
concrete roadways with solar
panels that are covered with 4
squarefoot glass hexagon pan
els. The glass panels are
designed not only to withstand
the heaviest of trucks, but are
also textured, which allows
tires to grip the road’s surface
while water runs off it. 

The solar panels underneath
generate energy from the sun,
which would not only power
nearby communities but also
the electric vehicles that drive
on top of them. The power pro
duced would also fuel embed
ded heating elements that melt
ice and snow, essentially mak
ing snowplows obsolete. In ad
dition, the panels would also
generate enough juice to light

up yellow LED lights, replac
ing paintedon road lines to
make night driving safer.

It’s a seemingly crazy idea,
but according to the couple, it’s
actually working. Boosted by
two phases of funding they’ve
received from the U.S. Federal
Highway Administration, they’ve
built a parking lot that they say
can withstand vehicle weight,
generate electricity and ulti
mately help reduce climate
change.

“We want to install a suffi

cient number of parking lots,
sidewalks and driveways to
feel ready to move on to [in
stalling] roads,” she said. “How
ever, we have potential
customers waiting from all
over the country and the world,
so we’re also hoping to move
very quickly. If we meet our
goal on Indiegogo (crowdfund
ing website), that will enable us
to hire our initial team and gear
up for production.”

Their dream seems to be com
ing true. The initial $1 million
Indiegogo campaign raised
over $2 million for Solar Road
ways.

Couple Makes Roads 
out of Solar Panels

Julie and Scott Brusaw stand on a 12x12-foot parking lot, 
the first installation of their Solar Roadways project  

More Information:

www.solarroadways.com
Reported by Think Progress
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US Supreme Court Supports
Drastic Emissions Cuts: 
Three Time’s the Charm

by Katherine Russell

In a 54 vote, the U.S. Supreme
Court voted on June 23 to up
hold most of the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) plans
to radically cut carbon pollution. 

The ruling gives needed sup
port to the Clean Power Plan,
which proposes to reduce power
plant emissions by 30 percent
over 2005 levels by 2030, while
setting the “firstever national
pollution carbon standards,” ac
cording to the White House.

The court confirmed the
EPA’s authority to regulate car
bon emissions from power
plants—the linchpin of Obama’s
Climate Action Plan. “It bears
mention that EPA is getting al
most everything it wanted in
this case,” Justice Antonin Scala’s
opinion said.  

Instead of 86 percent of nation
wide holdings initially requested,
the EPA will be able to regulate
83 percent of sources responsi
ble for carbon emissions—a neg
ligible loss of 3 percent.

The case brought by power
companies and 13 states argued
that the EPA was exceeding its
powers by using air quality rules
to address global warming. 

As the decision puts Obama’s
climate plan into force, it may
impact any future legal chal
lenges to the new power plant
rules brought by conservative
groups and Republican states.
Republicans in Congress stopped
an earlier climate change initia
tive while denying the fact of its
very existence.  

Because of this opposition,
Obama decided last year to use his
executive authority and previous
Supreme Court actions to bypass
Congress to cut carbon pollution.

Although the vote was tight,
its supporters feel the momen
tum is on the side of the EPA,
since the decision is the third
time the Supreme Court has ruled
in favor of its authority to regu
late greenhouse gas emissions.  

The court may also decline
trying any further cases chal
lenging the broad power of the
EPA. “Now more than ever, it’s
clear that EPA’s authority to set
standards for carbon pollu
tion—the basis of Obama’s Cli
mate Action Plan—is firmly
settled on solid [legal] ground,”
said David Doniger, climate and
clean air director at Natural Re
sources Defense Council.

On June 2, the EPA an
nounced the Clean Power Plan, a
potentially transformative new
body of environmental rules. If
the plan is passed, it will be the
single most significant climate
change action ever undertaken
by any U.S. president.

“It’s the most important action
available to cut U.S. emissions—
and the Obama administration
has seized the opportunity,” said
Andrew Steer, chief executive of
the World Resources Institute.
“These new standards send a
powerful message around the
world that it’s time to face the
global threat of climate change.”

According to United Nations
Climate Chief Christiana Figueres,
the new rules could even trans
late into negotiations for a global
climate change deal.

“Right now there are no na
tional limits to the amount of
carbon pollution that existing
plants can pump into the air we
breathe. None,” Obama said in
his weekly radio address prior
to the EPA announcement. “They
can dump unlimited amounts of
carbon pollution into the air. It’s
not smart, it’s not safe, and it
doesn’t make sense.”

The EPA is accepting public
comments until October 16,
2014.  People can comment by
fax, email, U.S. mail and on its
website, as well as attend public
hearings held throughout the
U.S. the last week of July.

More Information:

www2.epa.gov/
cleanpowerplantoolbox

“The strongest action by an American
president to tackle climate change.”
—“The Politics of Obamas Climate Move,” The
New York Times, June 2, 2014
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FUN

by Abby Cunningham

In the early 2000s, Nimesh Patel
caught a massive wave. He rode
it beautifully, but not in the blue
Pacific near L.A. where he spent
his childhood, but along the north
ern edges of the East Coast.  His
breaking wave ultimately led him
to New York City, and with it came
a remarkable degree of success. 

After earning a business degree
from the prestigious Wharton
School in Philadelphia, Nimesh
went on to a career on Wall
Street. In his spare time, he de
voted himself to his art—that is,
the art of rap music—that gave
him an outlet for his unusual tal
ent of building bridges between
vastly different worlds. 

His group, Karmacy, became an under
ground success with the MTV rap hit “Blood
Brothers.” The story of material success set
against a backdrop of spiritual longing and
renunciation resonated deeply with urban
ites everywhere, especially with the rising
and economically powerful demographic of
SouthAsian Americans.

His business career continued to soar,
and soon Nimesh (known as Nimo), found
himself in Pune, India as head of an anima
tion studio that he’d also founded, working
long into the night, pushing, striving, yet
hungry for something more. As his success
grew, so did the gulf between his work and
his values. During a particularly intensive
latenight creative session, a burning ques

tion welled up inside: “Is this all there is?” 
Ironically, this line of existential ques

tioning was inspired on some level by a
night on the town years earlier. Nimo’s
friends had invited him to a show in New
Jersey (of all places) to see the dance
drama performance group Ekata (meaning
unity). Funded by the nonprofit Manav
Sadhna based in Gandhi Ashram, the group
included children from some of India’s most
underprivileged communities. The per
formance struck a deep chord within him. 

After a period of introspection, Nimo de
cided to extract himself from the career
he’d worked so hard to build. His journey
then led him to the Gandhi Ashram in
Ahmedabad, India, where he stepped away
from all forms of music, even renouncing it
entirely for a year.

Nimo spent the
next several years
in residence at the
ashram, both serv
ing and learning
from the local chil
dren who lived in
abject poverty but
nevertheless had
so much to share.
“It helped me
rewire,” remem
bered Nimo. 

Nimo also gave
back, sharing his
talents, mentoring
the kids and instill
ing in them the art
of creative disci
pline. He realized

he wanted to help this talented new gener
ation share their gifts with the world. Once
again, inspiration struck.

He inquired about the possibility of
doing a kind of encore performance of
Ekata. In collaboration with Manav Sadhna,
Nimo created Ekatva (meaning oneness), a
group of 16 kids handpicked from local
slums, and developed their performance
skills for two years. In 2010, the twomonth
Ekatva World Tour was warmly received
throughout India, the UK and across Amer
ica. When the kids returned home, both
Nimo and the nonprofit saw to it that the
children received funding for their educa
tion, giving back to the kids who had given
the world so much of themselves through
their artistry. 

Nimo also returned to India to serve at
Gandhi Ashram once again. For the first
time in seven years, he began writing new
music, but this time with a different twist.
The entire Ekatva journey became the in
spiration for Empty Hands Music, an album
project whose stated mission is to “spread
seeds of goodness in the world through
selfless service, music and love” that offers
its music downloads free to all listeners as
“gifts to the world.” Now back in the U.S.
and back on tour as a musician, Nimo plans
to return to India after his brisk tour schedule. 

“In this process of using music as a tool,
I’ve really found ways to serve,” Nimo ex
plained. “At this phase, I feel like I’m really
able to go a little more in terms of breadth
of society and connecting and growing in
that way.”

It is easy to reflect on the story of the in
credible luck and good fortune of one man.
What is perhaps most inspiring, though, is
just how practical—and universal—his
message is: We can begin a life of service
right now. 

“We can be serving any time, any point
of the day; we don’t need to wait to volun
teer at a nonprofit or when we have free
time. Service to humanity means serving all
walks of life,” said Nimo. “Everyone is suf
fering in their own ways and if we can
sprinkle a little love or kindness in anyone’s
days, that is a huge offering.” 

Rapper Turns Success into Service for Humanity

More Information:

manavsadhana.org 
emptyhandsmusic.com.

servicespace.org

Nimo enjoying time with the kids he works with in India

P
ho

to
 b

y 
R

ah
ul

 P
ar

da
sa

ni

Kazoo’s D.I.Y. Corner How to make your own 
3. Pre-drill holes

through the front and
back panel into the

side panels. Drill one
hole, then fasten 2.5”
screw before drilling

more holes. Once youhave two screws per
side you can pre-drill
the rest of the holes
spacing them 2-4”

base

front panel

top

back                          r
ight                 left

panel    panel   panel

For more detailed instructions:

thepartystarterdotcom.com/positivenewsbox .jpg

Positive News is about to launch a newspaper

box project and we want you to get involved!

Heres how you can make your own newspa-

per box for your neighborhood. We will send

you a bundle (75-100 papers) for each issue

that we publish so you can continue to spread

the independent media that inspires us all. 

1” screws (for hinges)

2.5” screws (for box/legs)

paint     brush     measuring tape   square    pencil

electric drill

3/8” 

drill 

bit 

circular saw 

(or other saw)

1. Collect up-cycled

lumber for your

project. You can

use 2x4s and 

plywood from 

construction waste. 

2. Cut pieces into sizes 
described in the dia-

gram, saving the base
and top for after youve
fastenening all sides to-

gether- these will 
differ based on the

thickness of your wood.

4. Trace the bottom of box and cut

base. Fasten base up into the walls. 

(hinges on back side)

5. Trace box opening and add 1-3”
around all sides before cutting. Paint sev-
eral coats on all sides of the top with ex-
terior high-gloss paint before fastening.

6. Mark 28” up on the 36” 2x4s. Fasten
legs to outside of box so that bottom of
box is at 28” marks. Attach remaining
2x4 pieces to bottom of legs as seen
below. The length of the front and back
2x4s will vary based on thickness of
box walls so cut those last. 

7. If box is going outdoors, paint

the entire exterior with high-gloss

exterior paint. Several coats is

recommended for long-lasting

water resistence. You can be

creative with the paint job and

make your box speak to you!

8. Fasten bottom hinges
to outside wall of the back
panel, and top hinges to
the top of the box. 

9.Email lovekazoo@gmail.com to re-cieve your bundle of papers! Installyour box at a location where people willsee it, cafe, library, community centersare all good places. Send us a photo ofyou and your box and we will feature itin the next issue of Positive News!

POSITIVE NEWS BOX



On June 2, the Seattle City Council ap
proved a new ordinance that will raise the
minimum wage in the city to $15 per
hour—the highest in the United States.

Seattle’s economy is fueled by hightech
industries and cuttingedge products pro
duced by some the most famous corporate
names in the nation: Starbucks, Amazon,
Microsoft and Boeing.

But the cost of living in the city is high
and rising. People who work in lowwage
nonprofessional jobs here—restaurant
workers, for example—find it increasingly
difficult to afford the rising cost of food
and housing in the city. As is true across
the United States, many lowwage workers
have to supplement their fulltime salaries
with government assistance like food stamps
in order to have both rent and groceries.

Momentum for the new minimum
wage ordinance began in SeaTac, Wash., a
small bluecollar city south of Seattle that’s
home to the region’s major airport. In No
vember 2013, voters in SeaTac approved

a ballot initiative raising the minimum
wage for airport workers to $15 an hour. 

The voters’ approval of Proposition 1
encouraged the minimumwage move
ment in Seattle. So did the concurrent cam
paign for Seattle City Council of Kshama
Sawant, a socialist who ran—and won—
on the promise to work for a $15 mini
mum wage. The energy behind her
campaign pulled in mayoral candidate Ed
Murray, who was also elected in Novem
ber after promising to support raising the
minimum wage.

One of Mayor Murray’s first acts in of
fice was to convene an Income Inequality
Advisory Committee of representatives
from business, labor and community
groups, charged with delivering a plan for
raising the minimum wage in Seattle. The
final draft of the ordinance they negotiated
makes some concessions to business in
terests, including a phasein of the $15
minimum wage. Businesses with more
than 500 employees will be required to

pay workers $11 per hour by April 2015,
rising in increments to $15 by 2017.
Larger businesses that provide health care
for employees will be required to pay $15
per hour by 2018.

But despite the phasein and several ex
ceptions to a blanket minimum wage, less
than a year after her election Kshama de
clared the city’s new minimum wage ordi
nance a victory.

If so, it’s a victory shared by all who
pushed for it. Most visible were young ac
tivists in their twenties and thirties who
moved directly from Kshama’s campaign to
support her new minimumwage activist
group, 15Now, launched in January 2014. 

15Now held marches and demon
strated in front of fastfood restaurants.
Their demands for a $15 minimum wage
were reported extensively by local news,
including network TV affiliates. 

By the time Mayor Murray and the na
tional municipal policy network Local
Progress hosted an incomeinequality

symposium it appeared that a $15 minimum
wage for Seattle was an idea whose time
had come. City council members from San
Jose, San Diego, Chicago and New York City
spoke at the symposium about the struggles
of lowincome people and the need to raise
the minimum wage in their communities.

Connecticut, Delaware, Hawaii, Mary
land, Michigan, Minnesota, West Virginia
and the District of Columbia have all
passed minimum wage increases this year.
The minimumwage campaign movement
includes 15Now chapters spreading to
more than 20 cities across the U.S.

Breaking news: Later in June, Vermont
approved legislation to increase their min
imum wage to $10.50.

by Laura Smith

SOUTH WALES  An innovative project that
aims to prevent young white people from be
coming involved in farright extremism has
been recognized at the House of Commons in
London.

The Think Project, launched by the
Swanseabased Ethnic Youth Support Team
(EYST), aims to tackle racist and other negative
views held by some of the most disengaged and
disadvantaged young white people in South
Wales. Such views, often fueled by media cov
erage of asylum and immigration, have been
linked to a number of racial attacks.

Representatives from the project traveled to
the House of Commons in London this spring
to unveil an aca
demic re
p o r t

about their work, which described the initiative
as “brave and necessary.”

Funded by the Big Lottery Innovation Fund,
the Think Project has two facilitators—one
British Indian Muslim and one white Welsh
man with a background in policing—who initi
ate what they describe as “dangerous
conversations” with groups of young people
about race, immigration and extremism.

Rocio Cifuentes, director of EYST, told Posi
tive News that the threeyear project has so far
worked with 200 young people across South
Wales, who are referred by other agencies.
Many of the younger teenagers have been ex
cluded from school and the older teenagers are
not involved in education, employment or
training.

External evaluation of the project, launched
in April 2012, found it has a 9095 percent

success rate in changing the views of
participants. “The vast majority of

the young people say they think
there is a need for this to help

prevent racist views and
teach young people that not
everything they read is
true,” said Rocio. “They feel
quite strongly about it as
something they never had

the opportunity to think
about and to work out what is

really going on.”

Positive News Summer 2014

EQUALITY

by Nicola Slawson

The UK government has pledged
to support the rights of women
and girls in international develop
ment funding. The new bill will
mandate that Secretary of State for
International Development Justine
Greening take gender into consid
eration in all decisions relating to
how overseas aid is spent.

According to the BBC, women
perform an estimated 60 percent
of the world’s working hours, yet
earn only 10 percent of the world’s
income and own just two percent of
the world’s land.

“Ensuring justice for women and
girls is a fundamental human rights
obligation and one of the most urgent
issues of our time,” said Jacqui Hunt,
director of Equality Now, an inter
national human rights organization.

Jacqui welcomed the UK’s lead in
linking development and humanitar
ian funding to gender equality, and
urged other countries to follow suit.

“Recognition that one of the key
priorities for successful interna
tional development is the empow
erment of women and girls helps to
ensure that everyone can reach
their full potential and contribute,”
said Jacqui, who stressed that rather

than just supporting women, the
legislation would lead to a winwin
situation for both genders.

The new International Develop
ment (Gender Equality) Act 2014,
which came into force on May 13,
was originally proposed by Member
of Parliament William Cash. Only 10
percent of private members’ bills
become law in any given year. How
ever, this bill received crossparty
support as well as endorsement by
Justine Greening, Prime Minister
David Cameron and nongovernment
organizations including WaterAid,
Plan International and The Gender
Rights and Equality Action Trust.

Project Changes Racist 
Views in Young People

Will Your Town Be Next?

More Information:

Reported by Positive News UK

More Information: 

Reported by Yes! Magazine

Gender equality 
now considered 

in UK aid spending

More Information:

http://eyst.org.uk/think-project/
Reported by Positive News UK

Think Project participants Cherry Stace, Robert
Elsom and Iauan Jones
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WELLBEING

by Bertrand Russell (1932)

Like most of my generation, I was
brought up on the saying: ‘Satan finds
some mischief for idle hands to do.’ Being
a highly virtuous child, I believed all that
I was told, and acquired a conscience
which has kept me working hard down
to the present moment. But although my
conscience has controlled my actions, my
opinions have under
gone a revolution. I
think that there is far
too much work done
in the world, that im
mense harm is caused
by the belief that work
is virtuous, and that
what needs to be
preached in modern

industrial countries is quite different
from what always has been
preached. [...]  

It will be said that, while a little leisure
is pleasant, men would not know how to
fill their days if they had only four hours
of work out of the twentyfour. In so far
as this is true in the modern world, it is a
condemnation of our civilization; it
would not have been true at any earlier
period. There was formerly a capacity for
lightheartedness and play, which has
been to some extent inhibited by the cult
of efficiency. The modern man [and
woman] thinks that everything ought to
be done for the sake of something else,
and never for its own sake. [...]  

[Instead, in a world where there is ad
equate leisure,] above all, there will be
happiness and joy of life, instead of
frayed nerves, weariness, and dyspepsia.
The work exacted will be enough to
make leisure delightful, but not enough
to produce exhaustion. Since men will
not be tired in their spare time, they will

not demand only such amusements as
are passive and vapid. 

At least one per cent will probably de
vote the time not spent in professional
work to pursuits of some public impor
tance, and, since they will not depend
upon these pursuits for their livelihood,
their originality will be unhampered, and
there will be no need to conform to the
standards set by elderly pundits. But it is

not only in these exceptional cases that
the advantages of leisure will appear. 

Ordinary men and women, having the
opportunity of a happy life, will become
more kindly and less persecuting and
less inclined to view others with suspi
cion. The taste for war will die out, partly
for this reason, and partly because it will
involve long and severe work for all.
Good nature is, of all moral qualities, the
one that the world needs most, and good
nature is the result of ease and security,
not of a life of arduous struggle.

Bertrand Russell (18721970) was a
British philosopher, logician, mathemati
cian, historian, social critic and political
activist. At various points in his life he
considered himself a liberal, a socialist.
This passage was excerpted from his
essay, “In Praise of Idleness“.

In Praise of Idleness

by Nigel Stephenson

HAYONWYE, Wales 
Money and power are all
well and good but if you re
ally want to live a successful
life, get more sleep and turn
the phone off.

That was the message on
June 2 from Arianna Huffin
gton, founder of news web
site The Huffington Post and
one of the world's most
prominent— and wiredin—
businesswomen, to an audi
ence at the Hay Festival of
Literature and the Arts.

Political and business leaders
across the world, and the people who
work for them, are often living lives of
sleep deprivation and burnout in pur
suit of the two traditional measures of
success: money and power, Arianna
said.

But those who chase these two
goals alone are likely to come crashing
down. “This is like trying to sit on a
twolegged stool. Sooner or later you
fall off,” she said.

Arianna should know. Seven years
ago, she collapsed from overwork and
exhaustion, banging her head as she
fell.

“By any sane definition, when you
come to in a pool of your own blood ...
you are not successful.” 

Arianna has captured her thoughts
on how to live a better life in her latest
book “Thrive: The Third Metric to Re
defining Success and Creating a Life of
WellBeing, Wisdom and Wonder,”
which was published in March.

The book recommends four things:
wellbeing (including a good night's
sleep), a capacity for wonder, wisdom
and giving.

I think that there is far too much
work done in the world, that im
mense harm is caused by the belief
that work is virtuous…

More Information:

To read the full essay:
www.zpub.com/notes/idle.html

Reported by Awakin.org
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Get more sleep, 

More Information:

Content from Global Good News

Sleep Facts

Lack of sleep can raise the sensation
of hunger by 25 percent. Sleep more
and you can eat more or burn more
calories.

Sleeping directly after learning some-
thing new will improve your ability to
remember it effectively.

The 1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill off
Alaska, the Challenger space shuttle
disaster and the Chernobyl nuclear
accident have all been attributed to
human errors in which sleep-depriva-
tion played a role.

Experts say one of the most alluring
sleep distractions is the 24-hour ac-
cessibility of the internet.

Even if you can’t fall asleep for a nap,
just lying down and resting has valu-
able benefits.

advises Arianna Huffington 
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Located at the Triphammer Marketplace 2255 N. Triphammer Rd, Ithaca

(607) 257-9699 • FingerLakesReUse.org

SHOP.  DONATE.  VOLUNTEER.
Quality Furniture, Building Materials, Housewares, Office 

Supplies, Home Electronics & Refurbished Computers
ReUse Center OPEN DAILY!
Deconstruction & Salvage Services
Affordable Computer Repair Service

Finger Lakes ReUse, Inc. 
is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit.

Catering!

As many as 86 percent of all plant and animal species on land, 
and up to 91 percent in the seas remain yet unnamed

– a community-owned and
operated wireless network
for digital communica-
tions. This website intends
to host documentation,
ways to participate in the
network, and links to proj-
ect partners. If you’re in-
terested in becoming a
participating partner in
People’s Open Network,
please contact us!

we believe in the creation of
local internets and locally-

relevant applications, 
the cultivation of community-

owned telecommunications
networks in the interest of 
autonomy and grassroots

community collaboration, 
and ultimately, in owning 

the means of production by
which we communicate.
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Want to help spread Positive News?
There are 50-60 papers in each bundle.

If specified, we will send it to a place of your choice; otherwise, we’ll pick a destination.

I would like to sponsor 1 bundle
I’m enclosing a donation of 
$16 - $30

I would like to sponsor 4 bundles: Spring, 
Summer, Winter & Fall editions. I’m enclosing 
a donation of $50 - $100.

Please send my sponsored bundle 
to a destination of Positive News’ choice.

Send us checks made out to Positive News  
PO Box 582   Bolinas, CA  94924

call with credit card info 415.868.9011    
or order online at   www.positivenewsus.org/sponsor-a-bundle.html

Sponsor a Bundle!
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When you call David, a psychic,
you will feel as if you have

known him forever ... 
honest, caring, accurate. 

Call toll-free 1-877-702-8598.
DavidChampion.com. $1.50 per

minute with credit card.
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The general mood during The
People’s Assembly Against
Austerity march held in Lon-
don this June felt engaged,
but largely ‘anti’. This was
about anti-austerity and angry
placards. Music and togeth-
erness yes, but it was all
against something, not for
something. Last to speak on
a line-up of mainly trade union
leaders and stalwarts, it was
uncertain how British come-
dian Russell Brand would re-
late to this crowd. But he did.

“I know there are no an-
swers in fame, fortune or su-
perficial pleasures,” he said. “I
know that the answers and
happiness come when we
connect with one another,
when we join together to look
after one another. It’s time for
us to take back our common unity. This will
be a peaceful, effortless, joyous revolution.”

Several of the other speakers anticipated
Russell’s focus on the positive. Disability
rights campaigner, comedian and author
Francesca Martinez said: “We need to re-
define what is sacred. To me, life is beautiful
and precious. We are not economic com-
modities. We are all here for, and we have
an equal right to, happiness, health and op-
portunity.”

“We must have a message of hope, of
courage and of solidarity,” added author and
political commentator Owen Jones.

Russell helped cement this vocabulary,
and in doing so, he changed the tone. He re-
instated the importance of having a positive
vision for the future, not simply a denuncia-
tion of what we’ve got. He wasn’t ignoring
people’s suffering— Ann from Cardiff who
told me her benefits had been cut, or Angela
from Liverpool whose son can’t afford the

bus to college—but actually coming at the
problem from the most human of angles.
The best way to reject a system that allows
these things to happen is to envisage a new
and better one, and nurture the values that
will underpin it.

It isn’t just Russell and others from the
anti-austerity march who are making these
connections; the language of change is shift-
ing. Author and environmentalist George
Monbiot proved himself capable of painful
self-reflection recently when he said that
saving the world should be based on prom-
ise, not fear.

“I’ve been engaged in contradiction and
futility. For about 30 years,” he wrote. “Al-
most everyone in this field is motivated by …
the love and wonder and enchantment na-
ture inspires. Yet, perhaps because we fear
we will not be taken seriously, we scarcely
mention them. We hide our passions behind
columns of figures.”

Whipping up people’s fears, George ex-
plained, triggers an instinc-
tive survival response,
nurturing self-interest in-
stead of the common good.
He now realizes that hope
inspires people and is most
likely to prompt positive ac-
tion.

What a simple, yet
game-changing shift. Be-
cause this negativity epi-
demic is evident in so many
areas of life: in the main-
stream media, in a political
system which seems inca-
pable of articulating any
sort of positive vision, even
in schools, when the food
chain is taught in terms of
the accumulation of pesti-
cides instead of the beauti-

ful diversity of life and where waterways are
taught through our pollution of them.

My own experience tells me this is true.
When I think about a lot of protests, the
aims of which I often share but which hang
heavy with the language of rejection and
anger, I feel hopelessness. When I think
about things I love, walking in beautiful
woods or being outdoors with friends and
family, I feel hopeful and excited about the
future. Many people seem to exist in this
precarious spot: feeling a profound love for
our world, but with horror and fear often
eclipsing their joy.

Russell is not the answer, but he might
be a fast-talking, hip-waggling conduit to an
answer for some. But for most, the shift to
believing in a more beautiful world will come
from deep inside ourselves. From doing
what we love, from cherishing the people
and the planet we hold dearest—and from
acting from our most human and intrinsic
values.

More Information:  

Story from Positive News UK

The New Language of Social Change

600 people formed a human banner at Kuta beach, Bali, Indonesia

The increasing number of voices articulating a positive vision of the 
future are a welcome antidote to the ‘anti’ approach, reports Lucy Purdy


